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Bruno Buso's ex-Archer Dodge Viper spells trouble for Touring GT competitors

(Above) Ready for
rush hour: This Viper
has been lovingly
prepared by Archer
Racing.
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Story and photos by Steven Scala

Among the entries that were
absent from this May’s BARC
Grand Prix of Ontario was BB
Racing’s first-generation Viper
GTS. The North Toronto outfit
had acquired the ex-World
Challenge GT car from Duluth,
Minnesota’s Archer Racing,
and has planned to enter
selected rounds of Ontario’s
Touring GT and Challenge Cup
GT events.

Bruno Buso founded BB Racing
around an ex-Archer Brothers Talon
TSi, which he’d previously raced as
part of the two-car Biscotti Milano
squad in World Challenge. Buso
entered the 400-horse Talon until the
Canada GT Challenge Cup folded.
More recently, Bruno has focused BB
Racing’s resources on providing race
preparation and track support for
Ontario region entrants.

www.casc.on.ca

This Viper Blue GTS has actually
been in the BB Racing stable since late
2003, and underwent familiarization
runs in the southern United States last
season. The test sessions were primari-
ly to allow Buso some time with the
Viper’s massive torque and rear-drive, a
slight departure from BB Racing’s famil-
iar all-wheel-drive Talons.

Of course, a large range of adjusta-
bility has been built into this car, though
setup was probably in the ballpark even
as it left Tommy Archer’s shop. Archer
himself has been closely involved with
factory-backed Viper motorsport pro-
grams since their inception, and it
quickly shows that a few Le Mans les-
sons have been applied to this North
American GT car. Externally, the GTS
has a similar aerodynamic package to
the FIA-spec GTS-R’s, as driven by
Archer and others for France’s Team
ORECA. This example, however, does
without the FIA-spec rear diffuser.

World Challenge rules require the

cars to be built from a production chas-
sis, and a look inside shows the factory
bulkheads integrated with a remarkably
intricate rollcage, closely braced
against the existing structure with
clever gusseting, neat welds, and tight-
ly bent door bars.

The car gives an impression of quali-
ty all around. The doors shut with the
production ‘schlunk.” Much of the pro-
duction resin transfer molded body-
work remains, except for the engine
cover which is certainly either carbon or
Kevlar, and which is vented to prevent
lift. The backlight has been replaced
with a hand-dzused lexan piece, and
the aero add-ons are otherwise carbon
fibre. This car weighs in at 3,200Ibs.
overall, which is about 500lbs. more
than a GTS-R, and 200Ibs. more than
the current Competition Coupe.

The V-10 should be capable of haul-
ing the weight, and it certainly sounds
the part. Even though I'd anticipated
Bruno starting the car, | jumped when




the engine’s flat, barking ‘BLAT!" filled
BB Racing'’s forecourt with all the com-
manding noise of a Trans-Am car.
Equally surprising was how quickly it
heeled to a steady idle. The 8-litre
motor uses stock cams and internals,
and has been balanced and blueprint-
ed by Detroit’s Arrow Engines. The
Viper breathes through a cone filter and
throttle body for each bank of cylinders,
and a MOPAR competition-spec ECU
conducts the show. Buso claims that
the 8-litre engine makes 515 horsepow-
er on 104-octane fuel, 10 horses less
than the basic-spec GTS-R. A Tilton
clutch and flywheel see 488 Ib-ft
through the Tremec T-56 six-speed,
upgraded to Competition Coupe speci-
fication. The stock driveshatt is
retained, and a 3.07:1 Quaife torque
biasing diff delivers the final drive.
Endurance-specification brake pads
are used, clamping 13-inch rotors all
around with four-piston Brembo
calipers up front, and single-pots in the
rear. They’re mounted with Brembo
hats to Archer racing hubs. Suspension
uses the stock control arms, with
Hypercoil springs over triple-adjustable
remote-reservoir Penskes. Tubular
Archer Racing anti-roll bars are used
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(Main) The golf cart in the background is doing what most Touring GT competitors will do at the sight of the Viper: leaving
traces of fluid. (Clockwise from left) Some negatives: The fuel cap is neither practical nor fast for quick pit stops; the head-
lights conceal (only) a 515 horsepower V10; this Viper lacks the rear diffuser of the FIA-spec GTS-R Vipers as seen at Le
Mans; and the interior isn't fit for listening to show tunes.
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